Chebeague Pre-K- Transitional K News  -  January 9, 2009
A lot of holiday activities were packed in the last few days before vacation.  We celebrated Hanukah with milk carton dreidels, made and ate latkes, and “lit” our menorah with yellow tissue paper.  Our winter solstice circle involved a globe and a flashlight and reflections on why light is a part of so many celebrations this time of year.  We read a story about the birth of Jesus and in the spirit of giving each child made a jingle bell necklace and then drew the name of a classmate to be the recipient.  The last day we decorated our own gingerbread houses.

The holiday tree ornament that came home was made with melted crayon shavings (thank you Jamie for your help).  The children made the special soap bars by wrapping wool roving around the soap and then putting it into a plastic bag.  Add a few squirts of water and a lot of “rub a dub” it felted up.  It was a multi step process involving learning a little about raw wool (stinky), washing (lots of fun) and combing it(no one endeavored to do this).  As you know there are no green or red sheep…. I dyed the roving with kool-aid and vinegar.  

We have had a great start getting back into our routine with the New Year.  Sally was ready to go with them on Monday with the letter sound “h” and Jamie joined us on Friday for a craft project related to our reading of “The Rainbow Fish”.

Our new works since the last newsletter.
Language

· Letter sound “h”

· smtafp letter sound board game

Practical Life/Art

· Nutrition intro to the food groups

· what’s missing –finish the picture

· How to draw a fish

· Squeezing transfer – marbles onto an upside down fish tub mat.

· New spooning/sorting transfer into snowman bowls

Math

· New numeration work with a snow theme associating a quantity with a numeral.

Sensorial

· Matching bases for the geometric solids

Geography

· Pin punching of the continent shape of North American

· Book making of some animals of North America

· Landforms: island and lake

Science

· Vertebrate – Fish:  fish/not a fish sorting, spelling “fish” with moveable alphabet, fish puzzle, 3 part language cards matching parts of a fish, matching part of a fish image to its whole.

· During our nature classroom on Thursday we noted the changes in the season and made a snowman in the woods.  

Music

· My daughter Holly who was visiting over the holidays led our music and movement class.  We did the freeze dance with a Mozart theme, moved like an elephant and a mouse, then fast/slow and high/low with galloping music, marching music, and a lullaby theme.  

· Our new lunch time composer is Mozart.

History

· January full moon – The wolf moon

· Miss Nancy’s birthday- I shared some pictures and they were quite interested in how much my twin sister and I look alike.

Peace

· Rosa Parks is our new peace maker.  We talked about the unfair rules during her life and the bus boycott.
*Our next new letter sound will be “d”.

Calendar updates:
Jan. 19:  No School, Martin Luther King Jr. 

Jan. 26: Chinese New Year activities
Jan. 30:  Island Commons field trip 11:15

Feb. 12:  Whole school Lincoln activities
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Movement with Holly
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Making landforms:  island and lake

Thank you for sharing your children

Miss Nancy, Miss Cheryl[image: image3.png]



