Chebeague Pre-K News    -   March 7, 2008

The plow piles are still providing snow fun but the mud is beginning to show.  Be sure to hang up your child’s snow pants every night so they have dry outerwear for the next day.  

We talked about how snowflakes form and how each crystal has six sides and is unique.  Sally Ballard helped them cut circles, fold and cut again to make snowflakes which are displayed on our windows.

On Tuesday we did printing again but since we couldn’t make prints of real dinosaurs...... we settled for using printing plates made out of styrofoam.  Each child had a choice of 2 from the 4 dinosaurs we focused on:  Apatosaurus, Stegosaurus, Triceratops, and Tyrannosaurus Rex.  Big surprise -  they all chose T-Rex as one of their choices.  Many thanks to Jenny for being our helper with this project.

Other helpers in our classroom this week were Sam Birkett and Althea Dugliss doing phonemic letter lessons with the children.  Also we had many visits from students from the 3-5 class when they were not involved in the MEA testing.  The Pre-K children loved showing the big kids around the classroom and the 3-5 students were very patient working with their younger peers.  We look forward to their visits again next week.

We are now studying a new continent, Antarctica, with a focus on the web of life in its chilly waters.
Friday we started learning about what makes a bird a bird and how birds may have evolved from dinosaurs.  At recess we visited our nature classroom to listen for bird songs. 

The children are bringing home a dinosaur work sheet.  It is optional to complete and does not need to come back to school.

New works presented at circle:

Language

· The letter sound “v” 

· New author introduction:  Dr. Seuss
· The “at” book – rhyming at words

· Penguin maze
Practical Life /Art

· New sorting work with beads

· New twisting work with plumbing pipes

· Dinosaur forms in play dough

· Styrofoam block printing of dinosaurs
Sensorial
· The Greedy Triangle book – triangle visits the shape shifter and eventually grows to a decagon

· Pattern blocks exploration
Math

· Numeration work with grains-pasta

· Rolling a dice-matching snowmen game
Science 

· Being a paleontologist in our sand table.

· Penguins and birds.

History

· New month - March
 Cultural/Peace

· New continent - Antarctica

· “Horton Hears a Who” – being kind to all no matter how small.

· Guided imagery – forming a snowflake and where you would want to land
Music and movement

· Composing music: making a melody - added a middle tone with the tone bars.  
Calendar updates:
*Our next new letter sound will be short “u”. *
Tues. March 15 – Commons Field Trip 

Tues. April 1 - Assuming no additional snow days 100 day will fall on April 1st.  Start saving a collection of 100 items that your child can bring to school in a ziplock bag to share
Tues. April 15- Children’s museum field trip 

Reminders or requests:

· If your child has used clothes from their extra clothes box please send in replacements.

· If you purchase paper in bulk and have any extra boxes in which 10 reams (5000 sheets) are packaged I would greatly appreciate having them to use for materials storage.  If you are in Staples and they are unpacking paper they will give you the boxes.
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Enjoying our friend’s reading 
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Teaching our friend about the knobbed cylinders
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Sharing Dr. Seuss stories
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Sharing the Universe to me work
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Playing the food pyramid game

Thank you for sharing your children. 

  Miss Nancy[image: image6.png]



