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If secession moves ahead and is approved by Chebeaguers and ultimately by the State Legislature, then we will (under the current draft of proposed legislation) adopt a Town Meeting form of government.  Many Chebeaguers, however, have not experienced a Town Meeting before.  If you would like to learn more about this form of government, and how it differs from the Town Council (like Cumberland) form of government, then read on!

The critical difference is: in the Town Meeting form of government, the people who attend Town Meeting make the decisions about spending, taxes, school budgets, roads, etc.  In the Town Council form, the voters elect Councilors who then make these decisions.

Which do you think will work best?  Please give it some thought, talk it over with friends, and, perhaps with someone who has a different opinion.  This is an important decision that will affect Chebeaguers today, and, for generations to come.  

If you have thoughts or questions you would like to share, please come to a Tuesday night CICA meeting at the Parish Hall, or contact a CICA board member.  Board members are: Donna Colbeth, Mabel Doughty, Mark Dyer, Bob Earnest, Beverly Johnson, Phil Jordan, Ester Knight, Herb Maine, Jeff Putnam, David Stevens, John Wilson, and Carol White.

The information below is excerpted from information provided by the Maine Municipal Association.
Forms of Government: there are two basic forms of local government in Maine.  There is the "direct" form, often referred to as the town meeting form of government, in which the town meeting serves as the legislative body, passing laws, approving the spending of monies. Then there is the "representational" form, in which an elected council serves as the legislative body. 

Town Meeting-Selectmen Form of Government
This is the most common in Maine; currently 209 municipalities in Maine have this form of government. It has been called by some the "purest form" of democracy. The town meeting, serving as the legislative arm of the government, usually meets one day a year, usually in March and April. At that time the meeting passes any needed laws (ordinances) for the orderly governing of the town, approves a budget, and levies the taxes. It also elects various town officers including the board of selectmen, which serve in a part-time capacity as the executive arm of the government, administering, enforcing, and carrying out the decisions made by the town meeting. State laws grant the board some legislative powers as well when it comes to regulating vehicles, public ways, and public property. 

There are variations on these forms of town government; more can be learned at the source website.
Source: Maine Municipal Association website, October 6, 2005, http://www.memun.org/Public/Local_Govt/government.htm

