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Chebeague Pre-K News- May 18, 2012

Insects continue to be a focus but our trip 
to Maine Audubon Gilsland Farm has brought 
forth requests to learn about frogs and turtles.  
I’ll do my best to get pond related manipulatives 
out for counting and sorting.   
 

 
On Monday Caitlin helped them twist newspaper into 

the body of their insect.  They did their best to 
define a head, thorax, abdomen with tape along with 

6 legs and 2 antennas out of pipe cleaners. 
 

 

Tuesday was taping day.  This was great 
fine motor practice and a lot less messy and 
quicker than using paper mache.  Each also added 
a proboscis and the honey bee got a stinger. Some 
even got started on their wings.  Thursday they 
were inseparable from their insect.  Each talked 

about where their insect ‘s habitat and food 
preferences.  Silly me forgot to take pictures of 
them before they went home.  They all exceeded 
my expectations on this project. 
 

 
How many beans equal the weight of the ladybug 

 
We followed up using a balance scale to weigh 

insects with weighing ourselves on a scale and 
graphing the results. The graphing work was not 
nearly as exciting as having us all squeeze on to 
make the dial go over 200! 
 

 
Fill the board with ladybugs by rolling two 

die… but if one of them lands on a ladybug you 
take off how many is on the second dice. 
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Magnetic/Not Magnetic sorting 

 

Music: Wind instruments  
On Thursday I briefly introduced 

woodwinds and then they practiced blowing air 
over the top of a bottle to make a sound.  We 
have a variety of sizes for different sounds.   
 

Much anticipated and lots of fun was 
Friday’s field trip.  We followed the trail down to 
the pond and had a blast observing little fish, 
tadpoles, and frogs.  

 
A few tadpoles were captured for observation 

 

We also had a few bullfrogs but they hopped away 
 

We checked out the mounts in the taxidermy 
room.  Each child chose one to journal about.   

We enjoyed lunch outside in the apple 
orchard, observed a woodchuck and then took a 
shore trail hike before heading home.  Here we 
are at the top of the hill. 

 
 

Peace: 
 We did not get out to the nature classroom 
to observe the progress of our compost items, but 
that will give the paper more time to decompose. 
 

Calendar: 
May 25:  Step up day for incoming 2012-13 Prek 
They will ride the bus and join us until 9:30. 
May 27:  No School, Memorial Day Observance 
(some children are participating) 
WED afternoon May 30: Field Day with Long 
Island – Pre-K’s encouraged to participate 
June 1:  Island Commons visit 
June 8:  10:50 – End of Year Slide Show 

Peace 
Miss Nancy 


